






THE VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT AND
HEREFORDSHIRE’S PLANNING SYSTEM

A Village Design Statement (VDS) is a document that describes a village as it is now and provides positive guidance for the location and design of any future developments, based on the views of the community.Within Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor there are several separated population centres spread across the parish (see map p 10). Nevertheless there is a strong sense of community. The individual characters of these settlements and the links between them have emerged as a key theme in this document. The VDS considers the planning issues for these settlements individually and also considers how they relate and link to each other, to preserve the character of the community.

WHAT IS A VILLAGE DESIGN
STATEMENT?

WHY HAS THE GOODRICH AND WELSH
BICKNOR PARISH PRODUCED A VDS?

questionnaires were sent to each household in the parish. Following a series of initial consultation meetings, representatives from the different areas of the parish were appointed and joined the project team, which then numbered twelve. The �indings from the initial consultation meetings were used to develop guidelines and other proposals, which were later presented back to the people of the parish in two consultation exhibitions run on an interactive “Planning for Real” basis. These exhibitions were well attended by some 134 parishioners. Residents were invited to vote on each of the team’s proposals, to put forward alternatives and to give additional comments. The team’s proposed guidelines received 95% support and, after amendments based on the feedback from the consultation, are incorporated in this report. Analyses covering the outcomes of both consultation series are summarised on pages 25– 26 at the end of this report.The VDS process was initiated in May 2008 following a formal meeting of some 54 parishioners with the then Head of Forward Planning of Herefordshire Council, and was triggered by two issues:The knowledge that the planning framework for Herefordshire was to change, driven by the West Midlands Regional Assembly. In future, without a Parish Plan or a VDS backed by the community, there would be no effective local input to the plans for the parish.
1.

Concern that the then current planning framework, the Unitary Development Plan (UPD), was leading to a series of developments in a single area of the parish, in a way that could signi�icantly alter its character.
2.

This meeting considered whether producing a Parish Plan or pursuing Conservation Area status would be the appropriate approach but decided unanimously that the appropriate action would be to create a Village Design Statement.
HOW WAS THE VDS PREPARED?Preparation of the VDS was a two‐stage process that took place during 2009. Initially a small project team was set up and 

HOW WILL THE VDS FIT IN WITH THE
HEREFORDSHIRE PLANNING SYSTEMS?
The Present SystemThe current planning system, the Unitary Development Plan (UDP) came into force in 2007 and expires in 2010.Within this plan, new building in ‘main villages’, of which Goodrich is one, is allowed only within Settlement Boundaries. In our case this means that new building has only been allowed in the ‘Church’ area and the ‘Cruse’ area (see the map opposite). The only exceptions to this are for social housing and housing for agricultural workers, where different rules apply. This has led to a concentration of new housing in the Cruse area. The UDP does give other broad guidelines that the distinctive character and appearance of the locality should be respected and that there should be an imaginative layout of buildings, landscaping and open spaces. In addition, for settlements in the Wye Valley AONB, developments should not adversely affect the overall character of the landscape. The UDP acknowledges that Parish Plans and Village Design Statements will have a role in de�ining the character of rural settlements.
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CHARACTER AND ARCHITECTURE

Goodrich has a rich and varied building stock developed over centuries, a significant proportion of which was constructed in the late 20th century. However, first and overall impressions revolve around the more historic buildings within each of the settlements that make up the village today.The oldest buildings were built from local timber and stone. The latter was sandstone and quartz conglomerate, some from the parish and some from the Forest of Dean, as seen at the Castle and the Church. Developments in the 19th century introduced red brick, as seen at New Barn House, Goodrich Court Stables and the Village Hall.A number of timber‐framed buildings survive from the 15th to the 17th century. Some of these are apparent such as the Old Court House; others have since been clad with stone or rendered e.g. Whitehall, Holly Cottage and Rocklands Farmhouse.Welsh slates, used on the roofs, only became available in the second half of the 19th century and were employed progressively on the older houses as the stone tiles or pantiles on the old roofs were replaced. 

The older buildings generally display characteristics such as small windows, low eaves, bay windows, small span roofs (shallow buildings) and dormer windows. While many are ‘cottage’ style houses, there are examples of older detached houses with two full storeys, three storeys and two and three storey terraces. From the 19th Century, Ye Hostelrie and the Gatehouse of Goodrich Court are examples of Neo‐Gothic architecture. Rocklands (Italianate) and Courtfield (Neo Classical) are from the same period.The second half of the 20th century has seen the introduction of bungalows, ‘dormer bungalows’ and most recently some large detached ‘executive style’ houses.More recent houses have been built with a variety of types of brick, artificial stone and render.Several of the village settlements have a significant proportion of post‐war and modern houses, most of which have been successfully embedded into the established fabric. Mostly the new houses do not dominate and the overall impression is of a village that has a rich variety of building styles.

THE BACKGROUND TO GOODRICH'S ARCHITECTURE

Y Crwys The Coach House Arch Cottage
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This Map of the Parish identi�ies the six main population centres. 

A major theme of the Village Design Statement is that any development should maintain the 
character of the parish by maintaining open �ields between the settlements, establishing good 
pedestrian links between them and avoiding strip development along the roads.
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COMMENTWhile proposing no guidelines on this issue, tourism in the Wye Valley is underpinned by the unspoilt natural beauty of the landscape and the villages within it. To maintain this, a balance needs to be struck between encouraging access to the area, protecting the environment that visitors come to see and maintaining the character of the villages and the countryside itself. 

Unlike most other Herefordshire villages of a similar size, Goodrich is a major tourist destination. Its castle attracts over 40,000 visitors a year, and the riverside centre at Symonds Yat East is very popular.There are in excess of 260 bed spaces in hotels, self‐catering and bed and breakfast establishments and the Welsh Bicknor Youth Hostel. In addition, there are extensive campsites, both at Symonds Yat and the Youth Hostel.Tourism generates significant local employment and, in the summer, total employee numbers at Symonds Yat East are over 100. The activities at Symonds Yat East are covered on page 20.Goodrich is also an important centre for walkers with routes on Coppet Hill and beside the Wye being particularly popular.The high level of this activity can be shown by the sale of 1750 locally‐produced walking guidebooks in 2 ½ years, in addition to the many others that cover the area.

Goodrich Castle and the New Visitors’ Centre

TOURISM 

Traditional and Activity holidays take place side by side at
Symonds Yat East.
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