
FOOTPATHS, ROADS AND PARKING 
 
 
FOOTPATHS 
 
Excluding the most popular tourist paths on Coppet Hill, the Parish has an extraordinary 51 kilometres or 32 miles of public 
footpaths and bridleways, including a stretch of the Wye Valley Walk 
 
Whilst these provide a valuable resource to residents and visitors, many no longer reflect their original usefulness to residents or are 
of value to ramblers.  They reflect a time when all road links were passable for pedestrians.  The A40 had not been built and Kerne 
Bridge railway station was in use 
 
Black Bridge (Stowfield Viaduct) is temporarily closed due to unsafe structure.  This links the tourist routes of the long distance Wye 
Valley Walk and is currently impacting on the tourism industries in the area.  This issue is under review by interested parties – 
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and Monmouthshire  and the ANOB 
 
MAJOR ROADS 
 
The parish is bisected by the A40.  It also has the B4229 as the approved lorry route to the Forest of Dean and this road takes 
increasing amounts of traffic heading towards the south of Ross on Wye.  These two roads carry most of the through traffic 
 

• The A40 produces a continuous hum of traffic that is heard throughout the village and on neighbouring hills well over a mile 
away 

 

• The B4229 is very narrow for the level and size of trucks using it.  At certain pinch points, 40 tonne trucks cannot pass safely 
in opposite directions  
 

• Stretches of the B4229 are used by walkers 
 

•  SUSTRANS promotes a cycle route between Symonds Yat East and Goodrich  
  



 
MINOR ROADS 
 
It is appropriate to the character of the Parish to have narrow roads with hedges and roadside verges that are not manicured.  The 
recent (2008) introduction of 30 mph speed limits and weight restrictions for key areas has been well received 
 
The bus route from Goodrich Cross to the Church area is very narrow and forms an obstacle to walkers within the village (see 
Footpaths) 
 
The tourist hotels and riverside leisure facilities at Symonds Yat East are served by a single track road with passing places – this is a 
bottleneck in summer.  Past SUSTRANS proposals to use this road and the B4229 as an extension to the cycleway network is 
considered to be misplaced and dangerous   
 
 
PARKING 
 
Parking in all areas of Goodrich presents problems – particularly for the Village Hall, School and Shop.  The only car parks are at the 
School, Castle, Village Hall and the pubs 
 
Parking at the School serves mainly staff and a few visitors.  There is a bottleneck in Goodrich at school drop off and pick up times 
and when special events are held at the School  
 
Whilst Village Hall parking is limited, the Committee was recently proactive in obtaining funding to purchase land from an adjoining 
property to provide an increased number of accessible parking spaces 
 


