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GOODRICH AND WELSH BICKNOR NEIGHBOURHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

EVIDENCE BASE 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Evidence has been gathered to provide the basis for identifying where there is scope to both 

maintain and enhance the green infrastructure and the state of the rivers within the parish 

and to manage future development in a compatible manner. 

Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor lie in the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and 

as such landscape is a major consideration and is protected by statute. 

Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor has a small population of approximately 550 persons living in a 

group of discrete but linked settlements. Tourism attracts some 250,000 visitors per annum 

to Symonds Yat East in the south of the parish and some 40,000 per annum to Goodrich 

Castle.  

In the Neighbourhood Developmental Plan Community Questionnaire, in response to the 

question as to the importance of ‘Maintaining and enhancing the natural environment and 

local heritage’ as a key heading for the vision of the future of the parish, 95% of 

respondents said this was either very important (79%) or fairly important (16%).  

Environment is also seen embrace issues such as air quality and noise, which are put under 

pressure from the high level of tourism and neighbouring trunk roads. 

At the end of the report, the issues arising have been identified which will need to be 

developed within the NDP, respecting the core landscape and sustainability objectives of 

Herefordshire’s Local Plan, which are shown in Appendix iv; Appendix v gives key issues for 

consideration that have been identified as being raised by the analysis.  

We would acknowledge, with thanks, that in writing this report we have adopted the style 

used by our neighbouring parish of Whitchurch and Ganarew. 
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1 THE LAND BASED ENVIRONMENT 
 
1.1 Overview  
Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor is a rural parish. While there is an identifiable centre, with the school, 
village hall and village shop in the area towards the Castle, the population is spread over several 
distinct settlements dispersed across farmland and on Coppet Hill. Housing and other development 
cover approximately 3% of the parish, with roads and the river covering a further 2%. Of the remaining 
95% some 71% of the parish is open farmland, some 24% is woodland and the open area of Coppet 
Hill Common. The whole parish falls within the Wye Valley AONB. 
 
Mainly arable farming takes place on increasingly large fields with a significant amount managed 
under Countryside Stewardship Schemes. All the farmland in the Welsh Bicknor Parish is managed 
organically under Higher Level Stewardship.  
 
The woodlands on Coppet Hill, around the Castle and in Welsh Bicknor and Huntsham Hill are all 
managed under Woodland Grant Schemes. 
 
The River Wye forms the parish boundary for 7 miles and flows a total of 11 miles through the village 
before leaving the parish at Symonds Yat East. 
  
The busy A40 dual carriage way passes through the parish as does the B4229 which is a designated 
lorry route to the Forest of Dean. 
 
Goodrich Castle and its surrounding woodland and the elevation of Coppet Hill Common are features 
of the landscape. The iconic view from Symonds Yat Rock (below) takes in the Lower Wye Woodlands 
to the west and Coppet Hill to the east – all lying within the parish 
 

 
The view from Symonds Yat Rock 

 

1.2 Green infrastructure in residential areas. 
The roads through the main settlements, Cruse (the castle area), the Church area, Goodrich Cross and 
on Coppet Hill are all narrow with several wide verges and hedgerows. 
Houses on the 1950’s Dean Swift estate have good sized gardens and are grouped around a green 
space. Many properties elsewhere also have good sized gardens with many mature trees, although 
development over the past 20 years has been concentrated in the gardens of the houses within the 
defined settlement boundary in the Church and Cruse areas of the settlement. 
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There are 2 green spaces within the settlements. Behind the school and its playing field is the Moors 
Meadow, which provides open space, a stream and a children’s play area and adjacent to the Church 
there is also a field which, while being partially developed will retain a green space in front of the 
Grade2* St Giles Church.  
The settlement at Symonds Yat East is almost entirely geared to tourism and is attractively sited on 
the riverside.  
There are footpaths linking the various settlements, although sections may not be useable in bad 
weather. and cycle routes run through the parish, but do require the partial use of the roads. 
 

1.3 Green infrastructure linkages between parishes and tourism 
The long-distance Wye Valley walk runs through the parish, from Kerne Bridge to Welsh Bicknor, 
where it crosses the Wye, before returning to the parish below Symonds Yat Rock and running on to 
Symonds Yat East. (This path is closed at the time of writing due to the need for major repairs on the 
bridge across the Wye at Welsh Bicknor). 
The Peregrine Trail dedicated cycle route runs along the River Wye from Symonds Yat East to 
Monmouth and there are further signed cycle routes linking Symonds Yat East to Goodrich Castle. 
 
The parish is a significant tourist destination with 40,000 visitors to the Castle per year and an 
estimated 250,00 visiting Symonds Yat East. Almost all these will come by car, though some may bring 
bicycles and there are a lot of walkers who take advantage of the walks, particularly on Coppet Hill 
Common on paths maintained by volunteers. 
 
There is also a large Youth Hostel at Welsh Bicknor 
 

1.4 Designated sites relating to the Natural Environment 
Statutory Designations 
i) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
The whole parish lies within the Wye Valley AONB.  
 
ii) Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
There are three separate SSSI designations within the Parish. Natural England classifies the condition 
of all these sites    ‘Unfavourable Recovering: 
 
1. Upper Wye Gorge SSSI 
Designated for the quality and biodiversity of its ancient woodland habitats. 
This SSSI spreads into neighbouring Whitchurch Parish and parts of Gloucestershire and 
Monmouthshire 
 
2. The River Wye (Lower Wye) SSSI 
Designated as an important wildlife corridor, an essential migration route, and a key breeding area for 
many nationally and internationally important species. 
The whole length of the Wye is a SSSI 
 
3 Park Wood SSSI 
Designated for the diversity of the semi natural woodland of rare and local species. 
This is located in Welsh Bicknor 
 
See Appendix i for further details of the SSSIs.  
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iii) Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 
The Upper Wye Gorge SSSI and the The River Wye (Lower Wye) SSSI have been given the higher 
designation as ‘Special Areas of Conservation’ (SAC) under article 3 of the EU Habitats Directive which 
requires the establishment of a pan-European network of important high-quality conservation sites. 
The River Wye is also designated as a salmonid fishery under the EC Freshwater Fish Directive 
78/659/EC. 
 
Non-statutory Designations 
 
i) Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) 
There are four sites registered under this County Council managed scheme (also known as ‘Special 
Wildlife Sites’) which although not statutory needs to be taken into consideration in any development 
planning proposal. The sites are: 
 
SO51/003 Coppett Hill Common and Woodland SWS 
This is an area of some 100 ha registered common, of high landscape value, consisting of open hillside 
and natural and semi-ancient woodland. The whole area is currently managed under Countryside 
Stewardship and as certified sustainable woodland under a Woodland Grant Scheme. 
The site is managed by local residents who own the site in conjunction with the Goodrich and Welsh 
Bicknor Parish and Herefordshire Councils. The area was designated a Local Nature Reserve in the year 
2000. 
 
SO51/004 Pool Ellocks SWS 
This is a small reserve of about 0.7 ha owned by Herefordshire Wildlife Trust but managed on their 
behalf by local volunteers. It consists of old varieties of cider apple and perry pear trees. 
 
SO42/22 Garren Brook SWS 
The register states: “Much of this brook has a good, wooded margin of alder and willow. The 
associated plants include Common Meadow-rue, Water-crowfoot and some interesting 
bryophytes” 
 
SO51/005  ‘Marsh near Goodrich’ SWS 
A stream and alder coppice in a property adjacent to Goodrich School 
 
ii) Geodiversity 
There are three Local Geological Sites (formerly known as Regionally Important Geological Sites – or 
RIGS) in the parish. These are non-statutory sites that are designated by the Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust as being of sites of geo-diversity importance. 
The sites are: 
 
Goodrich Castle   Devonian, Lower Old Red Sandstone 

Huntsham Bridge  Quaternary 

Huntsham Hill Road Cutting Devonian, Upper Old Red Sandstone, Quartz Conglomerate 
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1.5 Biodiversity 
The National Character Area Profiles sets out Natural England’s objective for managing the 
biodiversity and the landscape. This gives a good context within which to review the ecology 
of the parish 
 

 
National Character Area Profile      South Herefordshire  

Statements of Environmental Opportunities:  

■ SEO 1: Protect and manage the woodland, parkland, traditional orchards and hedgerows with 

hedgerow trees that contribute to the well-wooded feel of the landscape, securing the new generation 

of replacement trees. Expand and restore the currently much-fragmented semi-natural habitats 

across the NCA to enhance the ability of species to move across the landscape, enabling some 

resilience to climate change, and benefiting soil quality and water quality and reducing soil erosion. 

 ■ SEO 2: Sustainably manage the productive agricultural landscape, enhancing food provision and 

increasing permeability to the movement of species. Manage in such a way as to preserve and enhance 

soil condition and water quality and reduce soil erosion, particularly in relation to the River Wye 

Special Area of Conservation. 

 ■ SEO 3: Maintain and enhance the many historic features and characteristic settlement pattern of 

rural hamlets, isolated farmsteads and small villages and towns using local materials. Preserve the 

tranquil rural character of the area, protecting and promoting the biodiversity, geodiversity, access, 

recreation and heritage of the area.  

■ SEO 4: Protect and enhance the rivers Wye, Leadon and Monnow and their tributaries for their 

internationally important biodiversity associated with the River Wye Special Area of Conservation, 

their contribution to landscape, the ecological network, and sense of place and inspiration, and for 

the regulating services that they provide including water flow, water quality and water availability.  

Natural England  

 
The maps on the next page shows the diversity of the habitats within the parish, to which should be 
added the River Wye and the Garren Brook.  
 
Woodland, much of it semi-natural ancient woodland, is found in the SSSIs on Huntsham Hill (Upper 
Wye Gorge and Park Wood in Welsh Bicknor. Other priority woodland is located on Coppet Hill, and 
around and to the north of the Castle above the Wye. 
 
In Welsh Bicknor there are important lowland meadows along the Wye and also semi improved 
alkaline grassland 
 
The 100 ha of Coppet Hill and the adjacent woodland and adjacent woodland in Welsh Bicknor, 
provide a mixed habitat of open ground, cliffs and woodland 

 
Reference to the map also shows how high priority habitat in the parish links with that on the Doward 
to the west and Bishopswood to the east and provides the potential for developing an integrated 
habitat and wildlife corridors across the neighbouring parishes of Whitchurch and Ganarew and 
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Walford. The Herefordshire Ecological Network Map identifies the cross-parish area as one of the 
largest in the county. 
 

 
Habitat Diversity from Magic.gov.uk 
(August 2017) 

 
 
 

 
Extract from the Herefordshire Ecological Network Map 
Ref for the full map.  www.herefordshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/77/ecological_network_map  
(August 2017) 

 
  

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/77/ecological_network_map
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Professional Records have been collected from a variety of sources, notably from work on Coppet Hill 

Nature Reserve. 

The following have been identified on Coppet Hill: 

• Vascular Plants: Surveys by Herefordshire Botanical Society identified 350 vascular 
plants in their 2004 survey 

• Mosses and Liverworts: 88 different species were identified in a survey by the 
Herefordshire Bryophyte Group in 2002 

• Fungi: 102 species of Fungi were identified by the Herefordshire Fungus Survey Group 
in 2011 during a short half day survey 

• Lepidoptera : regular transepts since 2000 have identified typically 25 species 
including the endangered pearl bordered fritillary and the green hairstreak. 

 
Also identified on Coppet Hill and elsewhere 

•  Reptiles and Amphibians: 5 amphibians, including the great crested newt and 4 
reptiles, including the adder 

• Birds: records are less comprehensive with 65 species identified on Coppet Hill over a 
5-month period in 2004. The Goshawk nests in the parish and the parish is on the 
migration route of the osprey. 

 
The habitats and the species in the parish make a major contribution to the county and Herefordshire’s 
Biodiversity Action Plan (LDF2009 and BAP 2005) with 25 of the target species being present in the 
parish. Details are given in Appendix ii. 
 
 
There are also, however, invasive species which present a threat to the biodiversity. 

• The American mink in the rivers and the Grey Squirrel present a serious threat to native 
species and woodland development. 

• Himalayan Balsam is present in large areas along the river banks and spreads through adjacent 
woodland. 

• Japanese Knotweed has been largely eradicated on Coppet Hill but is present on wasteland 
elsewhere. 

 
 

A final point when considering habitat is that made by George Peterken in the ‘The Wye Valley’ (Collins 
New Naturalist Library published 2008) 
 
‘the mixture of gardens, rough ground, churchyard, semi natural grassland, scattered trees and walls 
that characterises most villages provides far greater habitat variety than the commercial farmland 
nearby’.  
 
Goodrich is used by Peterken to illustrate this point. The logical conclusion from this is that he 
considers developments that reduce diversity by building within an existing settlement could be more 
injurious to the overall habitat and diversity than developing adjacent farmland 
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1.6 Landscape 
Before even looking at the landscape, it is worth reviewing the many layers of protection that it is 
given. 
 

• All the parish is under the statutory designation of an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

• Key issues surrounding the landscape and its preservation cascade through Natural England’s National 
Character Profile (104) for South Herefordshire, through to the Wye Valley AONB’s Management Plan 
2015-20, where the parish falls within the Landscape Management Zones LMZ08 (Walford Lowlands) 
and LMZ09 ( The Wye Gorge) – within which distinct characteristics and special qualities are identified 
in more detail. 

• This in turn is also forms the basis for Herefordshire’s AONB specific policies and planning guidelines 
(ref: ‘Landscape Character Assessment - Supplementary Planning Guidance 2004’ (updated 2009)) and 
Policies LD 1, LD 2 and LD 3 in the current Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy 2011 – 2031 and the 
supporting text. 

• In addition, at national level, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Section 115 states that 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty have the 'highest status of protection in relation to landscape and 
scenic beauty'. 

 
Reference to the National Character Profile is given at the beginning of the previous section. 
 
The landscape consists of the complex overlaying of features on the basic geology of the area. This 
includes the farmland, rivers, hedges, woods and settlements. As is stated in Herefordshire’s 
Supplementary Planning Guidance:  
 

‘The landscape is the visual manifestation of the inter-relationship between man’s activities 
and the natural environment. These are dynamic forces, forever changing the character of the 
landscape…..… A strategic vision is needed in order to make rational decisions about how best 
to accommodate change in the countryside.’ 

 
It should be noted that in many cases the discrete settlements lying within the landscape add 
character and interest to it rather than detract from it.  
 
In identifying the important features to preserve in the landscape, one can refer to the detail in the 
Wye Valley AONB Management Plan, but also consult with local people to identify the features that 
are considered important.  
 
References to the Habitat Diversity and Countryside Stewardship maps show the areas of Coppet Hill 
and Welsh Bicknor which also show the highest levels of landscape value, as does the woodland along 
the Wye as it enters the Wye Gorge.  
 
In addition, there is the site of Goodrich Castle on its headland and the views of the wider landscape 
from viewpoints within the parish such as Coppet Hill and into the parish – particularly from Symonds 
Yat Rock, but also from Ruardean and elsewhere. 
 
The landscape below Coldwell Rocks and at Symonds Yat East have been valued as most attractive the 
landscape since the Wye Tour started in the late 1700’s following the picturesque movement and 
attracting artists such as Rooker, Cox and Turner. Their views can be seen virtually unchanged, today 
as can the wider views across the parish. 
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              View from Coppet Hill towards Huntsham Hill: Michael Angelo Rooker (ca 1780). (note lack of tree cover) 

 
 

 
        Coldwell Rocks  C Radclyffe 1840 

 
 

The postcards of the Edwardian era show a similar continuity of landscape 

 
Symonds Yat  1908 
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1.7 Agricultural Land 

 

 
Land under Countryside Stewardship and Woodland Grant Schemes from Magic.gov.uk   (August 2017) 

 

 
The parish is predominantly farmland and woodland. Ninety percent of the farmland is owned by 5 
farmers, and some fifty percent of it is managed under Countryside Stewardship or Woodland Grant 
Schemes. This can be seen in the map above.  
 
All the land along the Wye from the parish border at Pencraig down to Huntsham Bridge is covered by 
such schemes, as is a further stretch of countryside on the west of the A40. 
The land owned by the Courtfield Estate in Welsh Bicknor and the adjacent Coppet Hill Common 
(which is open hillside and semi-natural open woodland) are at Higher Level Countryside Stewardship. 
The Courtfield Estate which is predominantly open pastureland is also under also Entry Level Organic 
Stewardship. 
 
Elsewhere farming is mainly arable and a considerable amount of land is subject to annual flooding 
from the Wye. The exact land usage changes over time as economics of production alters. Recent 
arable crops have included wheat, beet, potatoes, oil seed rape, peas and maize. Asparagus is also 
grown as have been specialist crops such as borage.  
 
Huntsham Court Farm specialises in rare pedigree breeds of shorthorn cattle, middle white pigs and 
lamb, much of which is sold to London restaurants. 
 
There are also some small-scale sheep farming and horse related activities. 
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Defra’s classification of the quality of land for agricultural production puts most of the areas as grade 
3 (good to moderate) with some of the arable farmed areas being grade 2 (very good).  
 
The whole parish to the west of Coppet Hill is in a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone as designated by Defra 
regarding ground water and the area around Garren Brook is sensitive regarding nitrates in surface 
waters. 
 

 

2 THE RIVER AND WATER BASED ENVIRONMENT 
 
2.1 The rivers in the parish 
2.1 1 Overview 
Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor Parish is bounded by rivers and streams – the rivers Wye and the Garren 
and Luke Brooks. The Wye is a major watercourse in the River Severn Catchment Area with its source 
on Plynlimon in the Cambrian Mountains; it is of international ecological importance, as recognised 
by its European designation as a Special Area of Conservation - SAC.  
 
From the north east, where the Wye crosses the parish border at Pencraig, the Wye forms the parish 
boundary for 7 miles as far as Coldwell Rocks. The river then turns north in a large loop, within the 
parish and becomes the parish boundary again after 2 miles at Old Forge, where it turns south again 
after the confluence with the Garren and flows into the Wye Gorge at Symonds Yat a stretch of a 
further 2 miles. In all 11 miles of the Wye either border or fall within the parish boundaries. 
 
To the north west, the parish boundary first follows the course of the Luke Brook and then the Garren 
Brook – a small river with its source in the Black Mountains; the Garren then joins the Wye at Old 
Forge.  
 
See the map on the next page 

 
2.1.2 The rivers and recreation 
The  Wye is popular for outdoor recreational and leisure pursuits, there are both coarse and fly fishing 
beats along its length and there is a high level of canoeing with several commercial companies 
launching canoes at the Kerne Bridge Launch Point for the ½ day paddle to Symonds Yat. The rapids 
below the weir at Symonds Yat East are owned by British canoeing who have made changes to the 
sides of the river to allow training and competitive events. 
 
At Symonds Yat East (and at Symonds Yat West in neighbouring Whitchurch Parish) pleasure boats 
take trippers for a mile-long guided round trip along the river between the weir at Symonds Yat and 
Old Forge. 
 
There are footpaths along almost the full length of the Wye within the parish, with the long distance 
Wye Valley Walk following the river bank for most of the way. 
 
The Peregrine Trail cycle path runs alongside the river from Symonds Yat East to Monmouth. 
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Map dated 2010. Do not scale.  
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2.2 Pollution 
Sources of pollution are identified as potentially coming from the Goodrich sewage treatment plant 
at Huntsham Bridge, handling effluent from Goodrich, Whitchurch and Llangrove and, on the 
Gloucester side of the river opposite Welsh Bicknor, at Lydbrook. 
 
Except in Symonds Yat East, there is little housing development adjacent to the river within the parish. 
The river does, however, follow the parish boundary and there are settlements on the other side at 
Bishopswood, Lydbrook and Whitchurch as well as on both sides of the river in the Symonds Yat area. 
 
There is also an identified risk of agricultural run-off of nitrates and phosphates into the river. 
 

2.3 Flood Risk  
2.3.1 Overview 
Areas of the Parish close to the River Wye and Garren Brook have a high risk of serious flooding as 
shown by the Environment Agency Flood risk maps and large areas of agricultural land are flooded 
each year. However, Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor Parish is fortunate in that the very few houses at 
risk in the flood plain are designed to avoid damage when flooding occurs. 
Symonds Yat East can be vulnerable to flooding should the river become choked with ice in thaw 
conditions. 
 
Surface Water flooding can occur when there is extreme rainfall, and high run-off of surface water in 
residential areas, especially when culverts are blocked with rubbish and debris. This presents more of 
a problem to roads than housing. 
 
The sources of flood water in Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor are the River Wye, the Garren  
Brook. Areas of the Parish close to the River Wye are classified as having a high risk of serious floods. 
 
As the source of the Wye is in mid Wales it passes through a large catchment area, with many 
tributaries, on its way down through Herefordshire, consequently there are many occasions when 
water flow is high and flooding may occur. There is also the issue of the control of overspill from the 
Elan Valley Reservoirs, when the reservoirs are full. 
 
The Garren Brook with a wide catchment area stretching to the north and west will back up and flood 
at its confluence with the Wye in the Old Forge area of Goodrich, when levels on the Wye are high. 
 
The Department of the Environment policy of non-intervention encourages an increased risk of local 
flooding by not clearing obstructions to the flow of water and reducing flow rates. This has allowed 
significant changes to the channels on the Wye and reduced flow rates under flood conditions on the 
Garren.  
 
Surface water after heavy rainfall runs down the roads, notably in the area of the Goodrich Village Hall 
and School. Surface water also builds up on the B4229 in the Huntsham Bridge area and from New 
Mills Hill in Old Forge. 
The B4229, as well as other areas, is also affected when the water table in high. 

 
It is also understood that, while not impacting Flood Risk, the Goodrich sewage treatment 
plant located near Huntsham Bridge may also become overloaded at times of high surface 
water run-off and will discharge untreated material directly into the Wye. The plant is 
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described as operating satisfactorily in 2015 but is close to capacity limits – before any housing 
increases in Goodrich, Whitchurch and Llangrove, all of which it serves. 

 
2.3.2 The Flood Risk from Rivers 
The flood risks have been evaluated by the Environmental Agency and their maps and an explanation 
of the colour coding is given below and on the next pages 

 

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY FLOOD ZONE MAPS FOR PLANNING  
These Flood Zones refer to the probability of river and sea flooding, ignoring the presence of 
defences. 
Zone 1 - Low Probability - Land having a less than 1 in 1,000 annual probability of river or 
sea flooding.(Shown as ‘clear’ on the Flood Map – all land outside Zones 2 and 3) 
Zone 2 - Medium Probability - Land having between a 1 in 100 and 1 in 1,000 annual risk 
and Land having between a 1 in 200 and 1 in 1,000 annual probability of sea flooding. (Land 
shown in light blue on the Flood Map) 
Zone 3a High Probability - Land having a 1 in 100 or greater annual probability of river flooding; or 
Land having a 1 in 200 or greater annual probability of sea flooding. 
(Land shown in dark blue on the Flood Map) 
Zone 3b - The Functional Floodplain - This zone comprises land where water has to flow or be stored 
in a functional floodplain (Not separately distinguished from Zone 3a on the Flood 

 

Flood Zone for Planning: Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor 

 

Flood Zone for Planning: Detail Symonds Yat East 
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Flood Zone for Planning: Kerne Bridge 

 

 

Flood Zone for Planning: Garren Brook -  Old Forge 

 

 

 
As can be seen from maps, there are significant areas of Zone 3 land in the Parish. This is the highest 
risk flooding from rivers (shaded dark blue) - land having a 1 in 100 or greater annual probability of 



 

Page 17 of 32 
 

river flooding. In practice, these areas will flood at least once every year and the areas above and 
below Kerne Bridge and the ‘Huntsham Loop’ of the Wye become the Functional Flood Plain. 
 
The Environment Agency will impose restrictions on development in these areas. If there are any 
proposed developments they require a separate Flood Risk Assessment. 
 
Herefordshire Council’s report - Herefordshire Strategic Flood Assessment -  states that it is likely that 
lack of insurance cover will also influence any proposed developments in such high risk flood areas.  
 
There are currently only two or three houses that are sited in the Zone 3 areas, though others may 
become isolated as flooding will cause road closures. The road over Huntsham Bridge at Symonds Yat 
East and the B4229 at Kerne Bridge may be closed when flood levels are high. The situation on the 
B4229 could be exacerbated in the future due to the changing nature of the river bed below Kerne 
Bridge 

 

 

2.3.3 Flood Risk from Surface Water 
The surface water flood risks have also been evaluated by the Environmental Agency and their maps 
and their maps are shown on the next page 
 

Areas with non-permeable surfaces may be prone to surface water flooding, especially during periods 
of heavy rainfall. The flooding may be short lived but nonetheless can cause significant damage to 
properties.  
Built up areas, including roads, carparks, pavements, tarmac sports areas, concreted yards etc are 
especially prone to surface water flooding, which may be exacerbated by drains, gutters and culverts 
etc, which may be blocked due to poor maintenance, excessive litter and/or debris swept down by 
flash floods. 
The Environment Agency Surface Flooding maps show the areas most at risk of surface flooding 
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Flood Risk from Surface Water Run-Off: Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor 

 

 

 

Flood Risk from Surface Water Run-Off: Goodrich Detail 
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Surface water run off causes issues in several areas of the parish and the NDP Community 
Questionnaire has confirmed the main areas affected. 
 
To the west of the A40 heavy rain causes flooding of the roads, due to inadequate road drainage, at 
the entrance to Dean Swift Close; the Marstow Road also floods from the fields above it. Houses are 
not affected. In these two areas the water does not drain away quickly. 
In the centre of Goodrich (Cruse), water flows down from Coppet Hill, Shop Lane and onto the road 
past the School; this then runs onto the B4229. Houses have been affected but blocked drains have 
been the main cause. 
There is a stream, usually underground, that then runs parallel the B4229 and water from this flows 
across the road at the road junction leading to Huntsham Bridge. The run-off collects in the fields 
between the B4229 and the Wye. 
As can be seen from the ‘Goodrich Detail Map’ on the previous page, there is also a further spring that 
runs onto and can flood the B4229 in this area. 
 
New Mills Hill has excessive run-off which again goes over the B4229 and also Cutters Lane on Coppet 
Hill can take very heavy water flows. 
 
In addition to the above, there are a series of springs in the Goodrich Church area that lead to small 
streams running down into the valley below. The flow in these is very dependent on the water table, 
but flows in some can be significant; one has flooded the School playing fields in the past and all 
contribute to the underground stream referred to in the paragraph above. (Springs are located at 
several sites, three of them are the Church, Bryants Court and Well Cottage and there are several small 
ponds.) 
 
It should be noted that although the main surface drainage systems referred to above cannot handle 
heavy rainfall, the problem is exacerbated by blocked drains and culverts, the parish not employing 
the services of a lengthsman to carry out preventative maintenance. 
 
 
Paved gardens can contribute to surface flooding, especially in built up areas, and since 2008 it been 
illegal to cover more than five square meters of front gardens without planning permission. This is not, 
however, an issue in the parish at present. 
 
Permission is not required for permeable (or porous) surfacing, such as gravel, permeable 
concrete block paving or porous asphalt, or if the rainwater is directed to a lawn or border to drain 
naturally. 
 
Surface water flooding may also pollute water courses by carrying pollutants from roads, garages, 

rubbish etc into nearby rivers and streams. 
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2.4 Water Quality 
Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor Parish lies in the River Wye catchment area which is managed and 
monitored by the Environment Agency (EA) in partnership with other organisations through the 
Severn river basin district river basin management plan which was last updated in 2016. 
 
Large areas of the parish have now been identified as lying in Nitrate Vulnerable Zones. This applies 
to surface water to the west of the A40, linked to the Garren Brook and to groundwater throughout 
the rest of parish excepting Coppet Hill and Welsh Bicknor. 
 
The River Wye is designated a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) due to its ecological 
importance. Herefordshire Council must therefore ensure that any future development does not 
adversely affect the river. 
 
The Severn river basin district management plan states the following as the significant water 
management issues in rural areas, resulting from farming practices: 

 
‘Some approaches to land management have increased the amount of soils and sediment that 
is being washed off the land carrying phosphorus into waters which can cause excessive algae 
growth called 'eutrophication'. A changing climate means that more intense rainfall is likely to 
occur, increasing the risk of impacts further.  
Nitrate from fertilisers has built up in groundwater over decades and will take a long time to 
reduce. Sedimentation from erosion, forestry practices, saturated and compacted fields and 
livestock trampling on river banks has affected river ecology by smothering fish spawning 
grounds.  
Other impacts include bacteriological contamination from animal faeces and inappropriately 
stored and applied livestock slurry being washed off the land, and, pesticides from farming, 
forestry, golf courses and parks.’ 

 
There is also contamination from waste water and sewage. To quote again from the Severn river basin 
district management plan: 
 

‘Waste water, or sewage, can contain large amounts of nutrients (such as phosphorus and 
nitrates), ammonia, bacteria, harmful chemicals and other damaging substances. It can enter 
water bodies where sewage treatment technology to remove enough of the phosphorus and 
harmful chemicals doesn’t exist, from leakages from privately owned septic tanks and, in wet 
weather, storm overflows can discharge untreated sewage having a significant impact on 
bathing waters. Population growth and changes in rainfall patterns are increasing the pressure 
on the sewer network.’ 
 

To this can be added the run-off from roads including grit, bacteria, oils, metals, vehicle emissions, 
detergent and road salt drains to untreated surface water drainage.  
 
Loss of precious soil and consequent sedimentation is also a key issue that is highlighted in the 
Environment Agency documents. the parish includes a high proportion of agricultural land, much 
directly bordering water courses that have the potential to cause water pollution. 
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3 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT– AIR QUALITY, NOISE AND OTHER POLLUTION 
ISSUES 
 

3.1 Air quality 
While the rural nature of the parish and lack of local industry gives an excellent overall air quality, a 
third of those replying to the Community Questionnaire identifies smells as being an issue. 
 
The issue relates to two matters, the spreading of chicken and cow manure on fields and the delay 

before it is ploughed in. and the storage of farm waste. While the former is something that is generally 

accepted as being bearable for short periods, the longer-term storage of manure in fields adjacent to 

houses causes a persistent smell issue and is perceived to contribute to periodic severe housefly 

infestation of houses. 

The Goodrich sewerage works at Huntsham Bridge periodically releases bad smalls over periods of a 

few days. This impacts on local houses in the Huntsham Bridge area and houses downwind in the 

Church area of the parish. 

The high level of tourism leads to a large number of cars. This only leads to an identifiable pollution 

issues at Symonds Yat East, in the enclosed area of the Wye Gorge during the summer period. The 

problem is exacerbated by the single track road to and through the settlement requiring stop:start 

driving. The location of the car park at the far end of the settlement leads to idling traffic outside the 

public house and tea rooms for extended periods. 

 

3.2 Noise and light pollution 
Noise pollution was also identified as an issue by over a third of those responding to the Community 
Questionnaire. The issue revolves round noise from the A40 trunk road with two groups of residents 
being affected. 
 

Those living close to the A40 in the Old Forge and Goodrich Cross area and to a lesser extent 

part of the Church area. Here the noise is from the adjacent stretch of the road where more 

screening could contribute to reducing the problem. 

Those living on the west side of Coppet Hill where the noise comes from further away – the 

area rising beyond Whitchurch to the south and where there is little that could be done to 

reduce it other than resurface the road. This is due to the prevailing southwest winds and is 

equally obtrusive all over the well used paths over the Hill. 

Light pollution is not identified as being an issue, except for the occasional complaints concerning 

security lights. The parish has a minimal amount of street lighting and there is no pressure for this to 

be changed.  
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3.3 Other pollution issues 
Dog fouling is a pollution issue and impacts on both residents and tourists. Coppet Hill is a very 
popular destination for dog walkers who arrive by car. 75 of the 345 respondents to the Community 
Questionnaire identified this as being an issue. 
The issue seems to be one of education as tied bags of excrement are left by the roadside, by public 

footpaths or put in the salt bins. While there is a reluctance to put up signs or install bins, this could 

be away of ameliorating the issue. 

 

Litter and Flytipping are a further issue that impact on the environment for both residents and 

tourists. 

Litter is particularly bad on the Highways Agency managed A40, but is also a problem on the B4229 

and other roads around the village which are used as through routes. In recent years local voluntary 

‘litter picking’ initiatives have been organised on behalf of the Parish Council.  

As with all parishes, flytipping occurs from time to time but cannot be considered a major problem at 

present.  
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Appendix i. Sites of Special Scientific Interest Designations. 

The following texts are extracts from the site notification documents produced 
by Natural England. 

1. Upper Wye Gorge SSSI 
The woodlands of the lower Wye Valley form one of the most important areas for woodland 
conservation in Britain, comparable with the Caledonian pinewoods, the oceanic oakwoods of 
Western Britain, the New Forest and the mixed coppices of East Anglia. 
Semi-natural woodland is abundant and virtually continuous along the gorge. The woods are a 
mixture of many types, some of which are very localised, eg the lime-sessile oakstands on 
limestone, beech stands on both acid and alkaline soils in which lime (Tilia spp.),elm (Ulmus spp.), 
oak (Quercus spp). and other species share dominance. Most woods are a rich mixture of stand 
types which are believed to be similar in composition to the original natural woods of the valley. 
Many rare and local species are present, including some of the rarest native tree species, eg large-
leaved lime (Tilia platyphyllos), whitebeams (Sorbus spp.) and trees close to the edge of their 
European range, eg hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) and beech (Fagus sylvatica). Furthermore these 
woods sit in a matrix of unimproved grassland and other semi-natural habitats which, together 
with the woods, make the Wye Valley one of the most diverse, rich and attractive areas in southern 
Britain. 
The site lies on the banks of the River Wye where it has cut a spectacular meandering gorge 
through Old Red Sandstone and Carboniferous Limestone in the vicinity of Symonds Yat. 
It consists of one of the most extensive blocks of semi-natural broadleaved woodland in the whole 
of the Wye Valley. Other habitats represented include woodland streams, small areas of limestone 
grassland and limestone rock outcrops.  
 

2. The River Wye (Lower Wye) SSSI 
The River Wye (Lower Wye) is a rare example of a near natural, large western eutrophic river which, 
unlike many rivers of a similar type, has not been subject to significant modification from human 
activities. The river is of special interest for three main aquatic plant community types -rivers on 
sandstone, mudstone and hard limestone, clay rivers and lowland rivers with minimal gradient, as well 
as for certain flowering plants and bryophytes. The river shows a clear downstream succession in plant 
communities reflecting variations in geology, flow rate and land use. In particular the river exhibits a 
natural increase in dissolved minerals as it flows over the underlying geology of Old Red Sandstone and 
Carboniferous Limestone. Localised differences in water chemistry are also created where major 
tributaries, such as the River Lugg, enter the main channel. In its tidal reaches the river becomes 
increasingly saline as it nears its confluence with the Severn Estuary. 
The invertebrate fauna (molluscs; beetles; mayflies; caddis flies; true flies and dragonflies) is 
characteristic of a large lowland river and is of special interest for species associated with riffles, river 
shingles and saltmarsh, river deadwood and bankside vegetation.  
Whilst not a special feature of the site, there is a good range of breeding birds associated with riverine 
habitats. 
The SSSI incorporates adjacent areas of riparian habitat including wet woodland, marshy 
grassland, reed beds and topographical features which directly support the special interest of the river. 
 

The site supports the following species and habitats covered by Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the 
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora : 
Allis shad Alosa alosa Annex IIa, Va; 
Twaite shad Alosa fallax Annex IIa, Va; 
Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus Annex IIa 
Brook lamprey Lampetra planeri Annex IIa 
River lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis Annex IIa, Va; 
Atlantic salmon Salmo salar Annex IIa, Va; 
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Bullhead Cottus gobio Annex IIa 
Grayling Thymallus thymallus Annex Va; 
Common otter Lutra lutra Annex IIa, IVa; 
Atlantic stream crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes Annex IIa, Va; 
Freshwater pearl mussel Margaritifera margaritifera Annex IIa, IVa; 
Floating vegetation of Ranunculus of plane and sub-mountainous rivers Annex I 
 . 
3 Park Wood SSSI  
The woods are a mixture of many types, some of which are very localised, e.g. the lime-sessile oak 
stands on limestone, beech stands on both acid and alkaline soils in which lime (Tilia spp.), elm (Ulmus 
spp.), oak (Quercus spp.) and other species share dominance. Most woods are a rich mixture of stand 
types which are believed to be similar in composition to the original natural woods of the valley. Many 
rare and local species are present, including some of the rarest native tree species, e.g. large-leaved 
lime (Tilia platyphyllos), whitebeams (Sorbus spp.) and trees close to the edge of their European range, 
e.g. hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) and beech (Fagus sylvatica). Furthermore these woods sit in a matrix 
of unimproved grassland and other semi-natural habitats which, together with the woods, make the 
Wye Valley one of the most diverse, rich and attractive areas in southern Britain. 
Park Wood lies on steep south facing slopes and cliffs above the River Wye. Its structure is very mixed 
and includes both standards and coppice. It is remarkable for the dominance of ash (Fraxinus excelsior) 
which is more common here than in any other Wye Valley woodland. Wych elm (Ulmus glabra) which 
has suffered badly from Dutch elm disease, is present as is sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) as an 
invading species. Pedunculate oak (Quercus robur) and field maple (Acer campestre) also occur in small 
quantities. The rich flora includes herb Paris (Paris quadrifolia), stinking hellebore (Helleborus foetidus), 
stinking iris (Iris foetidissima) and leopard’s bane (Doronicum pardalianches).  
 

Appendix i(a) Coppet Hill and Common SWS 
While not an SSSI, the 100 ha SWS (SO51/003) is a major feature of the Parish of Goodrich and South 
Herefordshire from both a landscape, recreational and conservation viewpoint. 
Having been always managed as a common, it is one of the few bracken and grassland covered 
unwooded hillsides in the approaches to the Lower Wye Gorge and has a complex geology of 
sandstones, quartz conglomerate and limestone which supports a varied flora; over 350 vascular 
plants having been identified. Particularly noticeable is the autumn crocus (Colchicum autumnale) and 
orchids wherever the limestone breaks through to the surface. 
The semi-natural woodlands are characteristic of the underlying geology. Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), 
Wych elm (Ulmus glabra), sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), pedunculate oak (Quercus robur) and field 
maple (Acer campestre) are typical as is beech (Fagus sylvatica) on the alkaline soils on the east of the 
hill. Dormice (Gliridae) breed and are monitored in areas of former hazel coppice. 
On the isolated outcrops on the west of the hill there are specimens of whitebeam (Sorbus spp.), the 
wild service tree (Sorbus terminalis) and small leaved lime (Tilia cordata). 
25 species of butterfly have been identified, notably the green hairstreak (Callophrys rubi) and the 

bracken is managed to enhance the habitat for the pearl bordered fritillary (Boloria Euphrosyne). 

The bracken covered hillside provides a favourable habitat for the adder (Vipera berus ), grass 
snake (Natrix natrix )and common lizard (Zootoca vivipara.). 
Breeding birds include the goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) and buzzard (Buteo buteo) as well as a wide 
range of woodland birds. Of the other wide range raptors visiting the hill, the peregrine falcon (Falco 
peregrinus)  and the hobby(Hypotriorchis) are notable 
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Appendix ii. Biodiversity Summary. Notable and protected species  
 

Vascular Plants: 
Over 350 species of native vascular plants have been recorded in the parish. 
 
Trees:  The deciduous woodland is dominated by Beech, Oak and Ash but is actually very diverse.  
Field Maple (Acer campestre) and Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra) are also common. 
In addition, there are small numbers of Wild Service Trees (Sorbus torminalis), Small-leaved Lime (Tilia 
platyphyllos and T. cordata) and Whitebeam (Sorbus aria). 
 

Mammals: 
The woods and open land hold Fallow, Roe and Muntjac Deer, the latter having arrived in the past 10 
years. In addition, there are wild boar but they do not at present breed in the parish. The size of the 
herd of Fallow Deer necessitates an annual cull to keep numbers in check. 
Hazel Dormice are present and monitored and the commonest mouse in the woodland is the Yellow-
necked Mouse. 
The Polecat and Badger are present, and both the Otter and American Mink can be found on 
the river. The Hedgehog is present but numbers appear low. 
Surveys in 2017 identified eight bat species including the Greater and Lesser Horseshoe Bat 
 

Birds 
Records of birds seen in the parish are not comprehensive and will fluctuate from year to year. 
Of raptors nesting in the parish, Goshawk, Buzzard and Kestrel are known while the Peregrine, Hobby 
and Red Kite can be seen and the Osprey passes through on its migration route. 
The Green and Greater Spotted Woodpeckers are present in significant numbers as are a wide range 
of woodland birds.  
Of the current (2016) RSPB Red List of 67 birds which are in serious decline due to loss of habitat, 8 
are known to be breeding within the Parish. 
 

Reptiles and Amphibians: 
Of the reptiles recorded, there is a good population of Slow Worms and Grass Snakes throughout the 
parish and the adder and common lizard are found on Coppet Hill. 
Of the amphibians, frogs, toads and three species of newt, the Common, Palmate and Great Crested 
Newt are all present. 
 

Fish: 
The River Wye is famous for its Atlantic Salmon though numbers have declined significantly in recent 
years. This part of the Wye is also of national importance as the main national breeding ground of the 
Twaite Shad and Allis Shad. Disturbance of the gravel beds used for breeding by canoeists when the 
water is low is an issue for concern. 
Other notable fish are three species of Lamprey, as well as the native Brown Trout and the Bullhead. 
 

Invertebrates: 
Butterflies; 
The Pearl Bordered Fritillary is present with a small but stable colony on Coppet Hill, as is the Green 
Hairstreak and the Silver Washed Fritillary. There is also a strong colony of Marbled Whites. 
 
On the negative side, the last sightings of the Wood White and Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary were in 
the early 2000’s.. 
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Appendix iii  Herefordshire’s BAP Priority Species List LNR 2009   UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 
 
In the tables below, the species printed in red are known to be present within the parish. 
 
1. European protected species, protected under the Conservation (Natural 
Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended): 

 
a. Bats 

i. Greater horseshoe bat 
 ii. Lesser horseshoe bat 
 iii. Barbastelle 
 iv. Bechstein’s bat  
v. Leisler’s bat  
vi. Serotine  

 

 
b. Great crested newt 
 
 c. Otter  
 
d. Dormouse 

 
 
2. Nationally protected species (and not mentioned above), protected under 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended 

 
a. Birds (Schedule 1)* 

i. Barn owl  
ii. Kingfisher  
iii. Peregrine 
 iv. Little ringed plover  
v. Black redstart  
 

b. Water vole (Schedule 5)  
 

c. Amphibians (Schedule 5) 
 i. Smooth newt  
ii. Palmate newt  
d. Reptiles (Schedule 5)  
i. Adder  
ii. Grass snake  
iii. Common lizard 
 iv. Slow worm  

e. White-clawed crayfish (Schedule 5) 
 

 
3. Herefordshire Biodiversity Action Plan priority species with Species Action 
Plans (and not mentioned above): 

  
  

a. Tree sparrow  
b. Noble chafer (a beetle)  
 
c. Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths): 

 i. Argent & sable 
 ii. Grizzled skipper 

 
iii. Wood white* last record 2001 
 iv. High brown fritillary*  
v. Pearl-bordered fritillary*  
 
d. Black poplar 

 
4. Other Herefordshire Biodiversity Action Plan priority species that may be 
susceptible to development pressures for which data sets are available: 
 

a. Wild daffodil  
b. Brown hare  
c. Water shrew  
d. Skylark 

 

e. Song thrush 
 f. Kestrel  
g. Scarce blue-tailed damselfly 
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Appendix iv  Herefordshire Council Core Strategy 2011 Environmental Quality 

and Sustainability Objectives  

The Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor Neighbourhood Plan will need to demonstrate that it conforms 

with these objectives in all areas. The following are particularly relevant to the Natural Environment. 

Local Distinctiveness 

Policy LD1 – Landscape and townscape  

Development proposals should: 

 • demonstrate that character of the landscape and townscape has positively influenced the design, scale, 
nature and site selection, protection and enhancement of the setting of settlements and designated areas;  
• conserve and enhance the natural, historic and scenic beauty of important landscapes and features, 
including Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, nationally and locally designated parks and gardens and 
conservation areas; through the protection of the area’s character and by enabling appropriate uses, design 
and management;  
• incorporate new landscape schemes and their management to ensure development integrates appropriately 
into its surroundings; and  
• maintain and extend tree cover where important to amenity, through the retention of important trees, 
appropriate replacement of trees lost through development and new planting to support green infrastructure. 
 
Policy LD2 – Biodiversity and geodiversity  

Development proposals should conserve, restore and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity assets of 

Herefordshire, through the:  

1. retention and protection of nature conservation sites and habitats, and important species in accordance 

with their status as follows :  

a) Development that is likely to harm sites and species of European Importance will not be permitted;  
b) Development that would be liable to harm Sites of Special Scientific Interest or nationally protected species 
will only be permitted if the conservation status of their habitat or important physical features can be 
protected by conditions or other material considerations are sufficient to outweigh nature conservation 
considerations;  
c) Development that would be liable to harm the nature conservation value of a site or species of local nature 
conservation interest will only be permitted if the importance of the development outweighs the local value of 
the site, habitat or physical feature that supports important species.  
d) Development that will potentially reduce the coherence and effectiveness of the ecological network of sites 
will only be permitted where adequate compensatory measures are brought forward.  
 
2. restoration and enhancement of existing biodiversity and geodiversity features on site and connectivity to 

wider ecological networks; and  

3. creation of new biodiversity features and wildlife habitats. Where appropriate the council will work with 

developers to agree a management strategy to ensure the protection of, and prevention of adverse impacts 

on, biodiversity and geodiversity features. 

 

Policy LD3 – Green infrastructure  

Development proposals should protect, manage and plan for the preservation of existing and delivery of new 

green infrastructure, and should achieve the following objectives:  

1. identification and retention of existing green infrastructure corridors and linkages; including the protection 
of valued landscapes, trees, hedgerows, woodlands, water courses and adjoining flood plain;  
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2. provision of on-site green infrastructure; in particular proposals will be supported where this enhances the 
network; and  
 
3. integration with, and connection to, the surrounding green infrastructure network 
 
 

Sustainable Design 

Policy SD3 – Sustainable water management and water resources  

Measures for sustainable water management will be required to be an integral element of new development 

in order to reduce flood risk; to avoid an adverse impact on water quantity; to protect and enhance 

groundwater resources and to provide opportunities to enhance biodiversity, health and recreation. This will 

be achieved by ensuring that: 

1. development proposals are located in accordance with the Sequential Test and Exception Tests (where 
appropriate) and have regard to the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) 2009 for Herefordshire;  
2. development is designed to be safe, taking into account the lifetime of the development and the need to 
adapt to climate change by setting appropriate floor levels, providing safe pedestrian and vehicular access, 
where appropriate, implementing a flood evacuation management plan and avoiding areas identified as being 
subject to Rapid Inundation from a breach of a Flood Defence;  
3. where flooding is identified as an issue, new development should reduce flood risk through the inclusion of 
flood storage compensation measures, or provide similar betterment to enhance the local flood risk regime;  
4. development will not result in the loss of open watercourse and culverts should be opened up where 
possible to improve drainage and flood flows. Proposals involving the creation of new culverts (unless essential 
to the provision of access) will not be permitted; 
5. development includes appropriate sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) to manage surface water 
appropriate to the hydrological setting of the site. Development should not result in an increase in runoff and 
should aim to achieve a reduction in the existing runoff rate and volumes, where possible;  
6. water conservation and efficiency measures are included in all new developments, specifically: • residential 
development should achieve Housing - Optional Technical Standards - Water efficiency standards At the time 
of adoption the published water efficiency standards were 110 litres/person/day; or • non-residential 
developments in excess of 1,000 sq.m gross floorspace to achieve the equivalent of BREEAM 3 credits for 
water consumption as a minimum;  
7. the separation of foul and surface water on new developments is maximised;  
8. development proposals do not lead to deterioration of EU Water Framework Directive water body status;  
9. development should not cause an unacceptable risk to the availability or quality of water resources; and  
10. in particular, proposals do not adversely affect water quality, either directly through unacceptable 
pollution of surface water or groundwater, or indirectly through overloading of Wastewater Treatment Works.  
 

Development proposals should help to conserve and enhance watercourses and riverside habitats, where 

necessary through management and mitigation measures for the improvement and/or enhancement of water 

quality and habitat of the aquatic environment. Proposals which are specifically aimed at the sustainable 

management of the water environment will in particular be encouraged, including where they are required to 

support business needs such as for agriculture. Innovative measures such as water harvesting, winter water 

storage and active land use management will also be supported. In all instances it should be demonstrated 

that there will be no significant adverse landscape, biodiversity or visual impact 
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Policy SD4 - Wastewater treatment and river water quality  

Development should not undermine the achievement of water quality targets for rivers within the county, in 

particular through the treatment of wastewater.  

In the first instance developments should seek to connect to the existing mains wastewater infrastructure 

network. Where this option would result in nutrient levels exceeding conservation objectives targets, in 

particular additional phosphate loading within a SAC designated river, then proposals will need to fully 

mitigate the adverse effects of wastewater discharges into rivers caused by the development. This may 

involve: 

 • incorporating measures to achieve water efficiency and/or a reduction in surface water discharge to the 
mains sewer network, minimising the capacity required to accommodate the proposal, in accordance with 
policy SD3;  
• phasing or delaying development until further capacity is available;  
• the use of developer contributions/community infrastructure levy funds to contribute to improvements to 
waste water treatment works or other appropriate measures to release capacity to accommodate new 
development;  
• in the case of development which might lead to nutrient levels exceeding the limits for the target 
conservation objectives within a SAC river, planning permission will only be granted where it can be 
demonstrated that there will be no adverse effect on the integrity of the SAC in view of the site’s conservation 
objectives; and  
• where the nutrient levels set for conservation objectives are already exceeded, new development should not 
compromise the ability to reduce levels to those which are defined as favourable for the site.  
 
Where evidence is submitted to the local planning authority to indicate connection to the wastewater 

infrastructure network is not practical, alternative foul drainage options should be considered in the following 

order:  

• provision of or connection to a package sewage treatment works (discharging to watercourse or soakaway);  
• septic tank (discharging to soakaway).  
 
With either of these non-mains alternatives, proposals should be accompanied by the following:  

• information to demonstrate there will be no likely significant effect on the water quality, in particular of 
designated national and European sites, especially the River Wye SAC and the River Clun SAC; or  
• where there will be a likely significant effect upon a SAC river, information to enable the council, in its role as 
a competent authority, to ascertain that the development will have no adverse effect on the integrity of the 
SAC;  
• in relation to water courses with national or European nature conservation designations, the inclusion of 
measures achieving the highest standard of water quality discharge to the natural drainage system including 
provision for monitoring. The use of cesspools will only be considered in exceptional circumstances and where 
it can be demonstrated that sufficient precautionary measures will ensure no adverse effect upon natural 
drainage water quality objectives. 
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Appendix v Key Issues for Consideration 

These issues arise from analysis of the findings of this report and should be considerations both for 

the Neighbourhood Development Plan and the way the Parish Council addresses environmental 

issues on behalf of the residents.  

Green infrastructure 

1. Loss of green spaces and habitat within the settlements due to new developments and 

reduced garden sizes 

2. The establishment of a list of protected green spaces within and between the settlements. 

3. The pressure of increased tourism and the balance of their recreational needs against the 

quiet environment they seek. 

4. The risk of the loss of agricultural and forestry grants (post BREXIT) leading to a decline in 

the ability to manage land in an environmentally friendly way. 

5. The need to maintain footpaths, notably the Wye Valley Walk which is currently (2017) 

closed in the parish due to a bridge maintenance issue. 

6. The management of invasive species e.g. Himalayan balsam, mink, which can only be 

handled on a wider scale than the parish and Japanese knotweed. 

7. The management of fallow deer numbers which are at a level that damages the 

environment. Also, the control of wild boar and muntjac deer. 

8. The scope for co-operation with neighbouring parishes and wildlife organisations to increase 

continuous wildlife corridors ref    http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/living-landscape/schemes  

Landscape 

9. A need to identify and protect the vulnerable views into and across the parish that could be 

impacted by development.  

10. Identify where there will be a loss of amenity and views to existing houses from future 

developments 

11. Identify whether the modest increase in size of any of the settlements will have a negative 

impact, or whether such settlements are an integral part of the Wye Valley landscape. 

12. Identify whether strip development along roads will have any negative effect on the 

landscape. 

River and Water Management  

13. The number of companies launching canoes at the Kerne Bridge Launch Point (Bishopswood) 
is leading to excessive numbers on the river and a negative impact on the environment. 
Specifically, the shallow gravel breeding grounds of the Allis shad and Twaite Shad which are 
on the EU list of protected species. 

14. Run-off from fields exacerbating the nitrate and phosphate levels in the Wye where riverside 
buffer zones are not present. 

15. The impact of further development on Goodrich sewage treatment facilities which are already 
handling increased housing development in neighbouring parishes. 

16. The steps being made to upgrade the Goodrich sewerage plant to improve phosphate and 

nitrate levels under present conditions. 

17. Discussion on whether the Parish should fund proactive work done on a regular basis to 

clear blocked drains and culverts in key areas, rather than wait till surface water flooding 

occurs. (A proposal could fall short of a full lengthsman scheme). 

 

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/living-landscape/schemes


 

Page 31 of 32 
 

Air Quality, Noise and other Pollution Issues 

18. Consider whether changes could be made to change the way traffic and parking is managed 

at Symonds Yat East to minimise air pollution from queuing traffic in the peak summer 

tourist season and enhance the visitor experience i.e have car parking before entering the 

settlement. 

19. Identify how and where farm waste from chicken farming can be stored to minimise 

annoyance to residents and visitors. 

20. Street lighting is not identified as being something that people want  

21. Dog fouling is an issue for a lot of people and the case for bins and signage should be 

considered at key places. 

22. Litter, thrown from cars is an issue that is currently being handled by volunteers but could 

benefit by a more formal approach through the Parish Council. 
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