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Steering Group Meeting – Ye Hostelrie – 10th August  ’16 – Meeting Notes 

 

 

Present: 

Adam Fletcher / Ken Gort / Chris Hulbert / Lawrie Lowe / Becky Roper / Janet Sheldon / Phil Dryden / Robin Hulse 

/ Ian Corker/ Mark Jessup 

 

Parishioners in attendance: 

Tom Watson  

 

Please note that Steering Group Minutes are distributed to all those who have expressed interest in the progress of 

the NDP.  

 

Parishioners are welcome to attend and contribute to discussion at Steering Group meetings… 

 

The next meeting of the Steering Group will be at 8.00 p.m. on Wednesday 24th August at Ye Hostelrie. 

 

1 Carried Forward from 27th July Meeting 

 

RR had now populated the web site www.goodrichneighbourhoodplan.wordpress.com/ , there was a very 

positive response and all were encouraged to look at it.  AF said he would provide copy to fill current blank pages 

The Facebook page was also up and running. 

AF had circulated the list of Council contacts. He had decided to hold back on any PR releases until September 

when there would be more positive things to report. He continued to follow up the wider representation in the 

Welsh Bicknor, Old Forge and Dean Swift Close areas. 

It was noted that Dan Jones had said that commitments prevented him taking up a role on the Steering Group 

LL/IC/PD  had not progressed further discussions with any consultants, LL feeling that it was better to wait until 

we had a firmer view of our consensus thoughts on a possible programme and our own capabilities. 

 

2 Finance  

 

LL had produced a list of activities and KG and CH had looked at the possible cost implications. It was seen best 

to wait until today’s meeting to put some finance projection together. 

In general, both KG and CH thought that we should be able to deliver a plan within the Government Finance grant 

of £9,000, assuming that the Government ‘pot’ did not run out and that we could effectively finish all activities that 

required funding before March 2018. 

They also noted that although the grant was quickly processed, say 4 weeks from application – assuming there 

were no problems with our request – the grant only covered expenditure from the time the grant was made and the 

initial grant would need to be for work identified and completed during the period up to March 2017. 

 

For reference the rules on government funding are again shown at the end of the document. 

 

 

3 Draft Project Plan 

 

The draft list of activities was reviewed and first thoughts were put to the time line to be followed and estimated 

costs. 

 

This was then drawn up by IC at the meeting and the attached spreadsheet gives the results of our discussions. 

 

Key points were made that 

1. We should target an initial Public Consultation event for the 2nd, 3rd, 4th December ‘16 with a second event 

on 7th, 8th and 9th July 2017. 

https://goodrichneighbourhoodplan.wordpress.com/
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2. We would target getting questionnaires out in February / March 2017 

3. We should target the date at which we would be preparing the final draft of the NDP for the Parish 

Council’s consideration by September/October 2017 

4. The process of consultation with Statutory Bodies, Independent Examination and the Referendum would 

run on after March 2018, but, unless we needed further consultancy help e.g. if our final plan was being 

rejected for any reason, we should not need funding in that period. 

5. There was discussion concerning the need for the level at which consultants would be required to be 

involved in the questionnaire process and the associated costs, we believe we can manage this process 

with some consultancy guidance to ensure compliance.  

 

On the costing side, it was noted and agreed that the costing should include elements for Meeting Room and 

Village Hall hire and mileage costs if SG members needed to use their cars for significant journeys. Similarly, 

stationary and printing costs should be claimed, as should web site development costs. 

 

Closing the meeting, AF said the next meeting would run to a similar agenda to this one, the primary focus being 

on identifying carefully the funding needs to enable the application for the first tranche of funding to March ‘17. 

The initial HC consultation period will be completed on 15th August which would allow further discussions with the 

Herefordshire Council NDP team to ensure our funding application identifies all the cost elements appropriately.  

 

Mark Jessup agreed to act as Secretary for the next meeting (LL being away for the next 2 meetings.) AF / IC / CH 

and LL will not be available at the meeting on the 7th September.  

 

The next meetings of the Steering Group will be at 8.00 p.m. on Wednesday August 24th at Ye Hostelrie and 7th 

September at The Royal Hotel Symonds Yat  

 

. 

LL/AF  11/08/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Government ‘Supporting Communities in Neighbourhood Planning’ Fund 

 Grant(s) up to a total of £9000. 

 Applications can be made for grants in up to four tranches (two regarded as usual) for grants of 

between £1000 and £9000 

 Need to complete end of grant procedure before applying for next tranche 

 Use restricted to certain categories of expenditure 

 Funding limited - Additional £22.5m allocated in 2015 – when spent it is gone! 

 Funding ends 31 March 2018 

 Additional grant of up to £6000 for ‘complex’ communities 

 Grant to be spent within six months or by 31 March 2017 (whichever is earlier) 

 On-line application 

 Locality is the body appointed with overall responsibility for the programme 

 Guidance advises applying at least one month before funding is required. 

 Maximum consultant day rate - £500 

 Relatively quick process 

 Herefordshire Council Staff helpful 

Herefordshire Council 

 At end of process funds independent examination of plan  and local referendum 

Other Matters 
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 Keep funds in Parish Council account – separate bank account has caused problems 

 


